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wager this place offers more value for money that
many another select spot in Valletta*
From nine o'clock in the evening onwards* the
narrow, steeply sloping street is crowded with
soldiers* sailors, and marines* who are out to have as
amusing a time as their means permit* which will
include a large and satisfying meal, a dance or two,
and beer drunk in company with cheerful compan-
ions* Some of the men, do, of course, go to the
brothels, but the numbers are comparatively few*
The small cafes, restaurants, and dance-halls are
in full swing, where there is brilliant illumination,
dancing, and music* Let us go into one of these
places and see really what goes on*
At the lowest end of the street is the "Morning
Star*'* A few steps lead up from the street, directly
into a large room which is mainly a dance-hall* It
is brilliantly lighted, and the walls are hung with
long mirrors and painted with fat cupids and very
pink roses* Tables and chairs line the walls, and
at the far end a small band is playing the latest
dance tunes* The floor is crowded with men in
uniform, who are dancing with women of all types;
dark, tall, short, and plump, pretty and fair, and
all of them come from the Central European
countries* At the tables there are groups of men
drinking bottles of the local and excellent light
beer, which is bought for fourpence*